Instructions for the Poster

A poster presentation is an effective format to communicate scientific research.  Therefore, a poster should be aesthetically inviting to viewers and stimulate discussion.  Below are some guidelines to help you prepare your poster.

( Ideally, the poster shouldn’t be more than 4 feet by 4 feet.  For this class you’ll need to purchase poster board to display your research.  However, posters are usually created on MS Powerpoint or other graphics software and printed professionally.
( Text should be kept to a minimum and font size should be large enough to view text from ~4 ft.  Use of bullet points is recommended.

( When using colors, maximize contrast!  For example, yellow text (or symbols in a graph) against white paper will be very difficult to read.  It is best to use dark (e.g. black) ink against a light background or vice versa.

( Use a font with even lines throughout (e.g. Helvetica, Arial).
( Figures (graphs, tables, charts, pictures or other visuals) are a must!  P values should be recorded in the legends.

Suggested poster headings:


• Title with authors & affiliation.  Some authors include the logo of the institution (e.g. Fairfield University logo) or funding source (e.g.  NSF).


• Abstract 


• Introduction



*Figures related to introduction should be placed near the introduction


*Should include research question and relevant background information

• Methods



*Summarize experimental methods without excessive detail


*Figures related to the methods should be placed near the methods section


• Results



*Figures related to results should be placed near the results section

The results should communicate the trends observed in the study.  Do not present raw data.  In a poster presentation, you can report results in the figure legend.
*Make sure to report the averages and include descriptive and inferential statistics (e.g. standard deviation/error bars, p value)

*Decide which graphic (e.g. bar graph vs. scatter plot, picture of plant) is most appropriate for presenting your data (you may wish to refer to lab 1 from BI 170).

• Discussion/Conclusions – bullet points are recommended.  Do not discuss experimenter error.

• Literature citations (if citing the work of others)

• Acknowledgements
Poster etiquette.

•  A poster presentation is a professional activity that reflects on your oral and written communication skills.  Use this opportunity to develop interpersonal skills in a professional setting.
•  Be prepared to answer questions and provide explanations and background information.  Many viewers request that the presenter go over the major research findings in the poster.

Poster preparation:
* Walk around Bannow to view posters presented by students and faculty.
( Do a rough draft and plan a layout of the different sections before creating the final poster.
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Adapted from ASM poster guidelines


