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THIRTY-THREE

Coyitosus’s Life of St Brigid
the Virgin

[Prologue]

w T ms-
@: press me to begin an account of the miracles and works of the

virgin Brigid, of blessed memory. I am to take heed of the example of men
of learning and to consult written documents as well as people’s memories.

This task which you have imposed on me involves a difficult and delicate
subject, and I am poorly equippéd for it because of my inadequacy, my
ignorance and my lack of capacity to express myself. However, God has
the power to make much of little, as when he filled the poor widow’s house
from a drop of oil and a handful of meal.

I must therefore be content to do as I am told, since I undertake this at
your bidding. So—to avoid the fault of disobedience—I propose to try to
rescue from obscurity and ambiguity some small part of that extensive
tradition which has been passed down by people who are greater and
more learned than I am.

In this way, all eyes may see clearly the great qualities of that virgin,
who flourished in virtue. Not that my memory, my indifferent talent and
my rustic style of writing are adequate for the performance of so great a
task; but your cheerful faith and sustained prayer can help to make good
the author’s deficiencies.

The woman of whom I tell, then, grew in virtue, remarkably, and the
fame of her good deeds attracted innumerable people of both sexes to
come from all the territories of Ireland and gather to her, willingly making
their votive offerings. Because of this, she established a monastery—on the
firm foundation of the faith—in the open expanses of the plain of Life
[north Co, Kildare]. It is the head of virtually all the Irish churches an
occupies the first place, excelling all the monasteries of the Irish. Its

jurisdiction extends over the whole land of Ireland from sea to sea.  ~
- B e
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