Open up any Excel sheets of data that you have collected. We’re going to get all of your data into a single Stata data file.

a. Clean up the spreadsheets.

i. Delete everything except the actual data and variable titles. You want to have columns of data with a variable name in the top row of each column.  (If your data is sideways, highlight all of it, press Control+C, open a blank Excel sheet, click in top left corner of spreadsheet, choose Paste Special, click on Transpose, click OK.)

ii. Make sure that the first column in each spreadsheet is an identifier variable. If you have country level data, this will be the country name. If you have time series data, this will be the year. If you have panel data, you will have two identifier variables, one column for “country name” and another column for “year”. Etc.

iii.  Save as a csv file. (Note, csv files only save 1-page spreadsheets.) If your data is in multiple spreadsheets, make sure to name each csv file appropriately so that it can easily be recognized later. Always save everything to your thumbdrive!!!!

b. Open a do file in Stata. Type:

clear

insheet using “filename1.csv”

sort idvar   (where idvar is replaced with the name of your units of observation; if you have 

panel data this will be 2 variables – id and time variable)
save “filename1.dta”, replace
And if you have another csv files that you wish to merge with the first, continue by typing:

clear

insheet using “filename2.csv”

sort idvar

save “filename2.dta” , replace
And if you have yet another csv files that you wish to merge with the first two:

clear

insheet using “filename3.csv”

sort idvar

save “filename3.dta” , replace
Now to merge all 3 files together:

Note that the third file is the one currently open in Stata.
merge m:m idvar using “filename1.dta”   







(where idvar tells Stata on which variable to match observations; if you have panel data this will be the 2 variables – id and time variable)
drop _merge

(Do this after every time you merge. Stata creates a variable called _merge each time you merge, and it cannot create the same variable twice.)
merge m:m idvar using “filename2.dta”

save “filenameFinal.dta” , replace
Save your do file to your thumbdrive. 

Now you have a single Stata data file and you can start having fun!
