King Lear (page view)

Nature – Fortune

“When we are sick in Fortune, often the surfeit of our own behavior,  we make guilty of our disasters the sun, the moon, and the stars”(1.2.127ff)

Nature – Merit

“Where Nature doth with Merit challenge” (1.1.53)

Nature – Nurture

“Is there any cause in Nature that makes these hard hearts?”(3.6.75-6)

Great Chain of Being:

God 

Angels

Man:

Royal (King as God’s anointed representative)



Noble



Common

Animal

Plant

Inorganic

Violations of Nature:

State: foreign war; civil war

Family: betrayal, estrangement, exile, murderous designs

Physical Nature: storms, predatory beasts

Personal consciousness: madness (Lear,  Edgar [feigned], Fool [professional])

What do they have in common?

Cordelia

Kent

The Fool

Two families, a double plot: 





Lear, Goneril, Regan, Cordelia





Gloucester, Edmund (illegitimate), Edgar








