The Athenian Acropolis Restoration Project—the Impact of Nature and Human Activity

Ancient marble monuments from the 5th century BCE on the Athenian Acropolis have been exposed to extremes in weather, earthquakes, roosting pigeons, anti-pagan destruction, Ottoman re-use as palaces, a harem, and a mosque.  An exploding powder magazine, cannonballs, bullets, corrosive air pollution, and problematic materials used in early 20th century interventions only added to the urgent need for a thorough intervention beginning in 1975.  Prof. Katherine Schwab will share some insights into the reasons for the restoration project and what the photographs of Socratis Mavrommatis reveal through these exhibition panels.  

In 2004 Fairfield University’s Thomas J. Walsh Art Gallery served as the first North American venue for this exhibition, which has since traveled to Lawrence University, the Nashville Parthenon, the University of Maryland-Baltimore County, the University of Mississippi, Texas A&M, and the University of Notre Dame.   

The exhibition panels have now found a new home in the first floor hallway of Bannow.  In the spirit of Integrative Learning, Sigma Xi, the CAE, along with the Classics and Visual and Performing Arts Departments, are delighted to invite you to attend an opening reception and talk on this project at 4:00pm on Monday September 13, 2010 in the Bannow Atrium and the first floor hallway where the panels are mounted.  

Refreshments will be provided
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